BACKROADS TO BAVARIA

Leavenworth, Washington October 2-5
By Ken Jaworski, Member of Utah Miata Club

Nine Miata's represented the Utah Miata Club
BUT is it the destination or the drive to the destination that was MORE FUN!

Four Miata’s made plans to enjoy the drive t
Carol Lynn Vredeveld, Dick & Judy Dyson, and Darwin & Lori Steed.

The plan was to visit Jackson, Teton Village, Teton National Park, Yellowstone National
Park, West Yellowstone, Great Falls, Glacier National Park, Libbey, and then arrive at
Leavenworth for the Oktoberfest.

Not all plans go as planned. The Saturday before we left, friends told us that the “Going
to the Sun Highway” in Glacier was closed. Lou confirmed this on the internet, but we
thought we would modify the plan as we approached Glacier. As were would find out
later, it was only Logan Pass that was closed.

The Steed’s and Jaworski’s left on
Sunday to visit Jackson and the
Tetons. Oh what a gorgeous drive.
The fall colors were everywhere.

. The weather could not have been
4 more fitting for topless driving
¥ through the marvelous mountains
i of the Tetons.




We took several side trips from the main road, but
then again we do drive Mi a t Bhéyseem to have
a mind of their own when it comes to finding
absolutely the most interesting highlights.
Although our Mi a tcauld ot have made it to this
point in our trip because to get here we needed a
boat to cross over Jenny Lake and hike up to
. Inspiration Point.

We travelled through the
Tetons and the southern
entrance of Yellowstone N. P.;
finally we crossed the
Continental Divide. At this
point | guess if we were driving
a droplet of water instead of a
Miata one would go to the
West Coast and the other
would go to the Mississippi
River drainage.

We met up the Dyson’s and Vredeveld’ s in the
night. As we were having our preplanning meeting, |1 went downstairs for some maps

and on the way up three other people in the elevator told me of an encounter with a bison.

One of the | adies was carrying part of her c
engagementandals o bend t he f caraBaekatthé medtidgiteld | ady’ s

everyone about this encounter in the elevator and we all thought about the weight

differences between the bison and the Miata. | think we all agreed that the bison had the

advantage.



Upon entering Yellowstone

N.P. we had the pleasure of

meeting the bison that could be

the can opener of the largest

size. If you look very carefully

you will probably see remains

of some sedan still attached to

his horns. That ' s i f
very good imagination. At

about this point Mr. Bison turn

his head towards me...
can opening horns suddenly

released my clutch and | was

out-of-there.




We finally made it to Lake
Lodge on the Lake
Yellowstone and had the
opportunity to meet with the
Knobmeister, Joe Portas. |
apologize to Joe, but his Miata
really is in the picture (it is
behind Lou’s
Dick’s Miata)

Oh! By the way did | tell you that
we enjoyed some great meals as

we travelled to Bavaria
(Leavenworth)? This lunch was at
Lake Lodge. Obviously, with all
these smiles food was definitely on
everyone’s mind
stomach. Please note the shopping
bags stashed under the table, it \
seems that Miat |
items from ALL the gift shops at
the national parks and other places.

Our arrival at Two Medicine in
Glacier National Park and thanks to a
local young lady on a bicycle we got
the information we needed to make
our decision to go up through the
southern entrance of the park to
make it up “ Goli
Hi ghway"” . Lor i
a bear, but none were to be seen.
This local gal told us that she had
three bears at her back door the night
before.

“Going to the Sufis
This highway was a project of the
Civil Conservation Corps (CCC)
during the depression. It has been
carved out of the mountainandisa &
narrow winding dif&
mistake kind of road. i
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This is beautiful Lake McDonald at the
base of “Going to the Si

Well, the destination of Leavenworth was
finally achieved. Like our Midway in Utah,
this little town has grown into a resort
destination, but instead of having Swiss Days
they have Oktoberfest. | have a copy of
“Backroads to Bavari
handout if anyone would like to read about the
history of this neat little town.

tivitie

The gathering of the
“Clan Miata”
begins. | was told

that this picture

represents 109

Mi at a’ s. This w
the poker run and

not everyone found

their way (or else

they were shopping

trying to squeeze

more into their

Mi ata’s) .




Let the games begin:

TRIP PACKING

2

HUB CAP TOSS

ROAD SCRABBLE




Well, it is called Backroads to Bavaria. So

off we go for the Fall Colors Tour. Yes,

those are all Miata’'s (re
gray) ... yup those are defi
colors.

Lake Wenatchee (above).

Tumwater Canyon (left).







| hope that | can speak for the whole group from the
Utah Miata Club that we had a great time. The
driving, the scenery, the weather, the location, the
food, the cars, the people, and the all the great clubs
Involved to put on such a great event was spectacular.

THANK -YOU

For comments please contact:

jaws@mwutah.com



