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DOWNSHIFTING Into the Off Season  
 
When Mother Nature decides to 
drop temperatures and mois-
ture in the form of that white, 
four -lettered word called snow, 
I find myself downshifting to 
deal with changing conditions.  
To prepare for colder weather, 
on October 10th I put the hard-
top on one of our Miatas.  The 
next morning it began to snow 
at our house and by Sunday 
evening we had 9 inches of the 
white stuff coating the land-
scape.  It melted in a few days 
and warmer temperatures re-

turned to some extent allowing us to drive our Miatas once again.  Topdown days 
are very limited now and we must take advantage of every chance we get. 
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      In November the only activity planned for all 
members is the Luncheon on the 1st of the month.  
If by chance the weather gives us a few nice days, 
we should organize an impromptu drive to take ad-
vantage of it.  Let us know if you have a good idea 
for such a ride if the opportunity arises.  Also in 
November we will be holding a Presidency/
Directors Meeting to discuss various items regard-
ing the club.  New guidelines for submitting articles 
for the newsletter which will make it easier for the 
editor to get the job done  more smoothly, the Plan-
ning and Elections meeting, and the new format for 
the website will be discussed along with other perti-
nent items.  Lenn Riddle, our Webmaster, has al-
ready begun re-formatting the website to make it 
more current and easier to maintain.  Take a look 
at it and see what you think.  It is still under con-
struction and he will continue to make improve-
ments as time permits.  We need to keep up with 
technology in order to do the things we would like 
to do on our website.  Checkout the Backroads to 
Bavaria article by Ken Jaworski that is posted on 
the website.  He takes us on a photo trip of the 
Backroads to Bavaria trip that is tasteful and very 
enjoyable.  Everybody knows Ken likes to take pho-
tos and he has outdone himself on this one.  We are 
grateful for all contributors that help our website 
become a better place to visit.  Many thanks to 
Lenn Riddle for spearheading this reformation.  
 The Planning and Elections meeting will be 
held this coming January.  The date will be set at 
the officers meeting in November that I have al-
ready mentioned.  With less opportunity to drive 
your Miata, you will have more time to drive your 
brain.  Be thinking of who you would like to be your 
officers for 2009.  Evaluate your own situation to 
see if you could possibly contribute this coming 
year.  New blood is always welcome and often 
needed.  We have added many new members this 
past year and many of them are wonderful people 
who love to drive and participate in our club activi-
ties.  I am looking forward to becoming one of the 
directors in the club this next year as is described 
in our club bylaws.  Also be thinking of activities to 
fill our Events Calendar so we can have another 
fun, enjoyable year driving our Miatas.  Above all,  
 

 
óKeep On Zoominô 

 
 

New Member Spotlight  

By Tammy Robinson 

     I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to 
have a good chat with our new members Ann and Clark 
Davis. They came along on the drive we led to Santa-
quin. This gave me the perfect opportunity to get this 
article. I had a little help from a friend.  Actually Lynn 
Bailey helped me question them at the diner we ate 
lunch at. Ann and Clark have been in Utah about two 
years.  They moved from Virginia Beach, Virginia. They 
have two sons 21 and 19. Both of them are in college. 

One is at SLCC and the other UVU. They said they are 
ñlovinô Utahò.  They have a ô99 Grace Green and tan 
Miata.  

     Clarkôs work brought them to Utah. They now reside 
in South  Sandy.  They used to live at the beach in Vir-
ginia.  Ann said that is great but unless you have water 
front property, you donô t see anything. Out here in 
Utah it is beautiful.  There are views everywhere. Clark 
manages a large medical group.  He says doctors are 
like a herd of cats.  (You can ask him about that one).  

     Their hobbies are cars, cars and more cars.  They 
own 9 of them! They have Jeeps, Audiôs and Ann says 
she is a rebel with a Miata.  She did a lot of research 
and found out people really love their Miatas!  Ann also 
enjoys fly fishing.  Their younger son fly fishes with 
Ann.  One of their favorite spots is the Middle Provo.  
Ann says it is girlie friendly.  It has an outhouse and 
gravel paths (no sticks in your hair). Clark loves to 
read.  Ann says they have so many books they could 
have their own library.  He is a packrat, she says it is a 
security thing.  Ann throws things away and he gets 
them back out.  One special hat has had many back and 
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In Search of...  

Hey everyone! I am 
writing this article in 
search of a replace-
ment! I have done 
the spotlighting long 
enough.  

I have had a lot of 
fun talking to all of 
you and meeting so 
many new members, 
too. I really hope 

someone else is excited to have this opportunity. 
Please think about it. I will continue for a couple 
more months unless someone is eager and wants to 
take over sooner. I would like to try a different re-
sponsibility and this seems like a good time to do 
so. 

 I appreciate those who have been willing to let me 
pry into their personal lives and let all of us learn 
more about them.  

Thanks! Tammy 

 

To volunteer please contact:  

Dave Porter  

President@utahmiataclub.com  

Where it all began      

-Jeff Moon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all love our Miatas.  For some of us, our love 
affair began when we became empty-nesters and 
no longer needed that mini-van.  For others, it was 
that we could finally afford a sports car.  Still oth-
ers of us fell in love with the British roadsters: 
MG, Triumph and Austin Healey and the wonder-
ful feeling of a top-down tour through a string of 
twisties.  I pretty much fit into the latter category 
having owned two MGBs.  But sifting through a 
box of old photos I found out where my love for 
the convertible really began. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fashions may change but the thrill is the same. 

forths!  They also like to go to the Lee Kay Center.  
The old guys there have so many stories.  They will 
yak your ear off. 

     Another thing they like to do is go to Yellow-
stone and find the wildlife. They are still looking to 
find a wolf. They did have a too close encounter 
with a bear once. They have seen a moose, several 
coyote and other wildlife.  They like to ski in the 
winter.  

     Clark hasnôt driven the Miata yet.  They just 
bought it a couple of months ago.  Ann really does 
enjoy driving it though.  Maybe she just wonôt let 
him have a turn!  They have lived all over the US. 
They have had fun living all the different places. 
Well, Clark and Ann, we are glad you are here and 
part of our fun club now!  
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Robinson drew Kevinôs name, and then I drew 
my own name and let Lynn pick the prize and 
Jeff and Deb won the last prize.    We did not 
judge costumes this year, but they were all 
great.   We had a great time at the party.  We 
want to thank Paul and Annie Kloer for making 
the arrangements for use of their condo club-
house.  They have both been quite ill this last 
year and have experienced many health prob-
lems, but it is always good to see them and it 
was good to see Annie getting around walking 
like she was.  We love these two people 
dearly.  *Note:   There was no $100.00 gift cer-
tificates, but I had you goinô, didnôt I ? 

The Halloween Report 
By Mike Bailey 

This yearôs Halloween party was a rip-roaring 
success as it always is.  Everyone came dressed 
up, especially the Millgates, who came in their 
daily best original outfits.    We had good sloppy 
joesô provided by the club and pot luck items pre-
pared by everyone else.  A real crazy dessert of 
bat do-do (or dung) or whatever they called it was 
provided by Sharon and Robert Mechling 
(Yummy!).   Jeff and Deb Moon (alias the Vam-
pires) provided the wonderful decorations as they 
have every year that I have attended the annual 
Halloween Party.  The attendance was lower than 
usual but that provided each attendee a better 
chance to win the $100.00 Gift Certificates* pro-
vided by our club sponsors.  So, it pays to go to 
club parties as you may win great gifts!  Since no 
one was in charge of the games as in yearôs past, 
no one came prepared with any games to 
play.  That was ok as we sat around and social-
ized, talked about our trip to Backroads to Bava-
ria and other Miata related things.   Ana Porter 
did bring gifts provided by the club to the winners 
of the game contests. Every couple but the Por-
ters won one of the gifts.   Since there were no 
games, we drew names for the prizes.  This was 
quite funny because Shawna Millgate drew her 
husbandôs name, and the next to draw, Sharon 
Mechling, drew her husbandôs name, and Tammy 
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